Reading Text: The Day the Classroom Went Silent

It was a rainy Tuesday morning at Maple Grove Primary School, and the children were
working quietly on their art projects. Ms. Turner was walking around the classroom, checking their
drawings, when something unexpected happened.

While she was helping two students mix paint, a loud crash echoed through the room.
Everyone was scared and looked up at once. The class hamster, Mr. Nibbles, had escaped from his
cage and was running across the top shelf, knocking over pencils and small boxes.

Some children were laughing, others were shouting, and one upset student started crying
because she thought the hamster would fall. Ms. Turner reacted quickly. She told the children to
stay calm while she was moving a chair closer to the shelf. Just as she was climbing up
precariously to reach him, Mr. Nibbles jumped onto a stack of books and slid down to the floor.

At that moment, the door opened, and the surprised headteacher walked in. She was
expecting to see a peaceful classroom, but instead she found twenty very excited children standing
on their chairs, pointing at a hyperactive hamster that was running in circles.

After a few chaotic seconds, a bemused Ms. Turner finally caught Mr. Nibbles. The children
sat down again, still excited, and the headteacher left the room shaking her head in disbelief but
smiling.

For the rest of the morning, the class was talking about the incident. Some students even
wrote stories about the “Great Hamster Escape,” turning a stressful moment into a memorable
learning experience.
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