
Stative verbs



Stative verbs/action verbs

• Action verbs describe actions we take or 
things that happen

• Stative verbs describe states, they refer to the 
way the things are (appearance, state of being 
etc)

• Stative verbs are never used in continuous 
forms



Verbs showing emotions

• like, love, dislike, 
hate, prefer, 
adore, want, wish, 
desire, etc

• I wish to stay thin

http://lolcat.com/pics/fatkitty.jpg



Verbs that show possession

• have, own, 
possess, 
contain, include, 
belong, etc

• She has a cat

http://www.dasjadolan.com/Other/Pets/Calvin/187121264_Km9JK-M.jpg



Verbs that show thought
• know, believe, 

understand, 
realise, remember, 
forget, notice, 
recognise, think, 
seem, expect etc

• She realises she has 
won

http://woodenspears.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/susan-boyle-2.jpg



Verbs that show senses

• see, hear, smell, 
taste, feel, sound, 
look

• The butterfly looks 
beautiful

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/70/181532788_b36b70d052.jpg



Some other verbs

• fit, need, matter, 
cost, mean, owe, 
require, weigh, 

• Our body requires 
vitamins

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_ON3V_iGCKwg/RqjPNvdUSVI/AAAAAAAAATI/UKrDIBc1OMk/s400/fruits_and_vegetabl
es2.jpg



States/actions
think

• Annie and Dixon 
think bowling is 
fun

• They are thinking 
how to tell their 
parents that they 
want to go out 
with their friends 
later

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3284/2844544277_99b19a18d4.jpg



States/actions
taste

• This chocolate 
rose tastes 
fabulous

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_MEz0ierWhIo/SUPt_eoYwhI/AAAAAAAAAEU/QQq02GyFhOY/s400/chocolate+rose.jpg

• She is tasting 
chocolate

http://img.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2007/09_02/girleatchocST1109_228x380.jpg



States/actions
see

• I see a doctor
• I see what’s wrong 

with my patient
• I am seeing my 

patient tomorrow

http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/carlodapino/carlodapino0903/carlodapino090300168/4562520.jpg



States/actions
look

• This butterfly 
looks beautiful

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/70/181532788_b36b70d052.jpg

• She is looking at 
the butterfly

www.armyofmom.com/5-19-06%20butterfly%20girl.jpg 



States/actions
feel

• The baby’s hair 
feels like silk

http://thebeautybrains.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/11/baby-hair.jpg

• The doctor is feeling 
the patient’s 
forehead

http://images.veer.com/IMG/PIMG/FSP/FSP0084034_P.JPG



States/actions
smell

• These roses smell 
beautiful

www.tripleoaks.com/article_photos/roses.jpg 

• She is smelling the 
rose

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/107/306201419_5d1f7f60ee.jpg?v=0



States/actions
have

• The cat is having a 
swim

http://media.picfor.me/001EEC4/swiming-cat-cat-water-fun-...

• She has a cat

http://www.dasjadolan.com/Other/Pets/Calvin/187121264_Km9JK-M.jpg



States/actions
weigh

• This rabbit weighs 
a lot

http://www.neatorama.com/images/2007-01/giant-rabbit.jpg

• The owner is 
weighing her 
rabbit

http://www.medaille.edu/vmacer/120_graphic_lab_rabbit1_weighing.jpg



States/actions
fit

• The dress fits her 
perfectly

http://www.qomis.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/05/white-wedding-dress.jpg

• They are fitting a 
new dress on her

http://files.dipdive.com/1241814216/mediaItem/26504/55237/Fergie_wedding_dress_fitting.jpg



States/actions
appear

• He appears to be 
irritated

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3279/2599862613_1c655d975d.jpg

• Cameron Diaz is 
appearing in “Green 
Hornet” soon

http://www.gala.de/asset/Image/artikel/talk/2007/kw19/cameron-diaz-400.jpg



States/actions
be

• Generally he is a 
friendly person 
but he is being 
really angry today. 
What has 
happened?

 http://bkmacdaddy.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/angry.jpg


